Welcome
from Lyn Williams AM
Artistic Director & Founder
How wonderful to think that joyful voices will return to Gondwana National Choral School in
2023. There is nothing quite like the feeling of being surrounded by great friends, great
talent, great choral music and most of all, great joy. With a team of leading conductors at
the helm, join us to make National Choral School 2023 a resounding success.
In a first for Australia, our signature children’s choir, Gondwana Voices has been invited to
join the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra as Ensemble in Residence in 2023. Across two
seasons the choir will bring their exceptional skills to join the orchestra in the performance
of significant works. If you are one of Australia’s most capable young treble singers we look
forward to welcoming you into this remarkable ensemble.
Our young adult choir Gondwana Chorale will be crossing the ditch to join their colleagues
in New Zealand. Let the nations resound together.
Gondies of old will no doubt have noticed that National Choral School has been shortened
to 7 action packed choral days. You are welcome to come to Choral School and learn all
your music once you arrive. For those who relish the opportunity to tackle some really
challenging repertoire, audition for the signature ensembles Gondwana Voices and
Gondwana Chorale for which you will prepare some repertoire in advance.
Voices of Angels will provide an uplifting finale to the choral year. Hundreds of choral voices
will fill the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall for this festive occasion.
I look forward to meeting you during the audition process and welcoming you to Gondwana
National Choral School and further seasons during the year.

Lyn Williams AM
Artistic Director & Founder

Season 1: Gondwana National Choral
School
15 – 22 January 2023, Sydney
The Women’s College, University of Sydney
Performances: Saturday 21 January, Great Hall, University of Sydney
National Choral School returns in 2023! Experience the joy of the best choral event of
the year which brings together Australia’s most passionate young singers. Over the
course of a week-long residency, the unique sounds of the Gondwana National Choirs
will resound across the University of Sydney. Inspired by Australia’s leading conductors,
you’ll explore the full range of choral repertoire as well as having the opportunity to work
with exciting guest artists.
There are choirs at National Choral School to suit everyone. As with earlier seasons,
some choirs will prepare all the repertoire once they arrive at National Choral School. If
you are keen to tackle more challenging repertoire, audition for Gondwana Voices or
Gondwana Chorale, who will prepare repertoire in advance of the season.
Conductors: Lyn Williams, Mark O’Leary, Paul Holley, Carl Crossin, Rowan Johnston, Claire
Preston, Kim Sutherland and AJ America
Cost: $995. National Choral School is a residential opportunity only.
Location: Sydney

Eligibility: 10 - 25 yrs

All voice types

Gondwana Voices
Ensemble in Residence,
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

Gondwana Voices

In 2023, Gondwana Voices is honoured to be
the Ensemble in Residence of the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra, at the invitation of chief
conductor Jaime Martin. Gondwana Voices has
performed with leading orchestras around the
world over many years. This is the first time a
children’s choir has been an Ensemble in
Residence with a major Australian orchestra.
Working with Artistic Director and Founder Lyn
Williams, the choir will come together in
Melbourne for two seasons, each centred around
a major work. These seasons will feature treble
singing at its peak, with music that is
exhilarating, challenging and relevant in equal
measure.

Jaime Martín, MSO Chief Conductor

Season 2: Gondwana Voices
Ensemble in Residence, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
We are looking for Australia’s best young musicians for this exciting season – there are only
40 spots available. The costs for Season 2 include a scholarship subsidy, recognising the
high skill level required. Choristers who participate in both parts A and B will be offered a
discount of $250 off the total residential cost.

Part A: War Requiem Part B: Vexations and
Devotions
8 – 16 April 2023, Melbourne

6 – 16 July 2023, Melbourne

In April, the choir will join with the
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and MSO
Chorus to perform Britten’s War Requiem,
a masterwork of the twentieth century.

In July, the choir performs Brett Dean’s
Vexations and Devotions, a work which
Gondwana Voices has performed around
the world over two decades, including at
the BBC Proms and the Berlin Philharmonie.

Cost:
$1280 (residential)
$500 (non-residential)
Combined season cost (including
discount): $2025
Location: Melbourne

Cost:
$995 (residential)
$400 (non-residential)

Eligibility: 10 - 17 yrs

Treble voices

Season 3: Gondwana Chorale
New Zealand Tour
27 September – 2 October 2023, Auckland
Two great youth choirs will meet when Gondwana Chorale travels to Auckland to
collaborate with the acclaimed New Zealand Youth Choir. The choirs will present a
shared concert in the magical acoustic of Holy Trinity Cathedral.
Gondwana Chorale provides unique opportunities to talented young adults to perform
in an exciting musical environment. The high level of skill exhibited by these young
musicians allows the singers to perform challenging repertoire under two of Australia's
most loved conductors, Paul Holley OAM and Carl Crossin OAM.
Cost: $1295 (excludes travel to and from Auckland)
Choristers must have attended Season 1 to be eligible for Season 3.

Location: Auckland

Eligibility: 18 - 25 yrs

All voice types

Season 4: Voices of Angels
6 – 12 December 2023, Sydney
Voices of Angels shares the joy of the festive season from the sails of the Sydney Opera
House. Since 2006, this annual performance has been a highlight of Sydney's cultural
calendar.
In 2023, Voices of Angels takes place in the stunning surrounds of the newly re-opened
Sydney Opera House Concert Hall. Don't miss this opportunity to sing in this iconic
building.
This is your chance to be part of wonderful finale of the choral year.
Cost: $285

Location: Sydney

Eligibility: 10 - 25 yrs

All voice types

Other Information
Seasons 1,2 and 4 are independent: choristers do not have to attend National Choral
School to be eligible to participate.
The Gondwana Composer School and Conducting Academy will not be held in 2023.
Timeline
Thursday 25 August - Applications open
Friday 23 September - Applications close
Monday 3 October - Videos due
Monday 10 October - Wednesday 19 October - Auditions (online)
Monday 10 October - Bursary applications open
Thursday 3 November - Results announced
Monday 14 November - Acceptances due
Auditions
For our 2023 projects, auditions will be in two parts.
Part 1: You will need to submit a video recording of you singing a piece of your choice,
which demonstrates your voice and musicianship. The piece should last no longer than 5
minutes and may or may not have accompaniment. Applicants will be given clear
guidelines for the creation and submission of their video.
Part 2: Applicants will attend a live, online audition via Zoom. This audition will cover a
range of aural and sight singing skills. Example audition material will be made available
before auditions commence. You will be allocated an audition time and due to the
number of applications, it may not be possible to change this time.
Cost: There is a $50 audition fee payable upon submission of your application.
Accommodation
The accommodation options are different for each season. For National Choral School,
all participants will receive accommodation and full board (breakfast, morning tea,
lunch, afternoon tea and dinner) at The Women’s College, the University of Sydney, for
the duration of the season.
Accommodation is in single rooms, some with shared bathrooms and some with ensuites.

Travel
The participation fee does not include travel to and from the chorister’s home at the
beginning and end of each season.
Participants for residential seasons arriving at airports will be met by Gondwana Choirs
representatives and be provided with bus transfers between the airport and the
accommodation on arrival and departure days.
Bursaries
We want to make sure that everyone can attend a Gondwana season. Through the
support of generous individuals, there are a number of full and partial bursaries available
for participants who can demonstrate the need for financial assistance in order to
attend Gondwana National Choirs seasons. To apply, please request further bursary
information on the National Choirs application form.
Supervision
Gondwana Choirs is committed to the care of our choristers. All choristers are cared for
by an experienced team of adult staff and supervisors staying on site. Our supervisors
are experienced in dealing with homesickness and all “Gondies” are made to feel
welcome at National Choral School. Choristers should understand that they will be
staying in individual rooms away from their families and homes and must be independent
of their parents during the season.

For more information or to apply, please visit gondwana.org.au
E: national@gondwana.org.au
T: (02) 8274 7000

Gondwana Choirs is supported by the
NSW Government through Create NSW
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